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the operator's license for a period of five years: PROVIDED, That the de-
partment may stay the date of the revocation if it finds that the traffic of-
fenses upon which it is based were caused by or are the result of the
alcoholism of the person, as defined in RCW 70.96A.020, as now or here-
after amended and that since his or her last offense he or she has undertak-
en and followed a course of treatment for alcoholism on a program
approved by the department of social and health services; such stay shall be
subject to terms and conditions as are deemed reasonable by the depart-
ment. Said stay shall continue as long as there is no further conviction for
any of the offenses listed in RCW 46.65.020(1). Upon a subsequent convic-
tion for any offense listed in RCW 46.65.020(1) or violation of any of the
terms or conditions of the original stay order, the stay shall be removed and
the department shall revoke the operator's license for a period of five years.

Passed the Senate March 17, 1981.
Passed the House April 16, 1981.
Approved by the Governor May 14, 1981.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 14, 1981.

CHAPTER 189
[Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 3105]

NATURAL AREAS-SELECTION, NOMINATION, REGISTRATION,
DEDICATION- APPROPRIATION

AN ACT Relating to natural areas; amending section 2, chapter 119, Laws of 1972 ex. sess.
and RCW 79.70.020; amending section 3, chapter 119, Laws of 1972 ex. sess. and RCW
79.70.030; adding new sections to chapter 119, Laws of 1972 ex. sess. and to chapter 79-
.70 RCW; repealing section 5, chapter 119, Laws of 1972 ex. sess. and RCW 79.70.050;
and making an appropriation.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Section 1. Section 2, chapter 119, Laws of 1972 ex. sess. and RCW 79-
.70.020 are each amended to read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter:
(1) " Department" shall mean the department of natural resources.
(2) "Natural areas" and "natural area preserves" shall mean such pub-

lic or private areas of land or water which have retained their natural char-
acter, although not necessarily completely natural and undisturbed, or
which are important in preserving rare or vanishing flora, fauna, ((areheo=
logical)) geological, natural historical or similar features of scientific or ed-
ucational value and which are acquired or voluntarily registered or
dedicated by the owner under this chapter.

(3) "Public lands" and "state lands" shall have the meaning set out in
RCW 79.01.004.
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(4) (("ConiIItt." shall r theL Washinig'tos..- n atu a] p'lsl l

d....y ,uitt ra..... in ..W 79.70.56)) "Council" means the nat-

ural heritage advisory council as established in section 4 of this 1981 act.
(5) "Commissioner" means the commissioner of public lands.
(6) "Instrument of dedication" means any written document intended to

convey an interest in real property pursuant to chapter 64.04 RCW.
(7) "Natural heritage resources" means the plant community types,

aquatic types, unique geologic types, and special plant and animal species
and their critical habitat as defined in the natural heritage plan established
under RCW 79.70.030.

(8) "Plan" means the natural heritage plan as established under RCW
79.70.030.

(9) "Program" means the natural heritage program as established under
RCW 79.70.030.

(10) "Register" means the Washington register of natural area pre-
serves as established under RCW 79.70.030.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. There is added to chapter 119, Laws of 1972
ex. sess. and to chapter 79.70 RCW a new section to read as follows:

The legislature finds:
(1) That it is necessary to establish a process and means for public and

private sector cooperation in the development of a system of natural areas.
Private and public landowners should be encouraged to participate in a
program of natural area establishment which will benefit all citizens of the
state;

(2) That there is a need for a systematic and accessible means for pro-
viding information concerning the locations of the state's natural heritage
resources; and

(3) That the natural heritage advisory council should utilize a specific
framework for natural heritage resource conservation decision making
through a classification, inventory, priority establishment, acquisition, and
management process known as the natural heritage program. Future natural
areas should avoid unnecessary duplication of already protected natural
heritage resources including those which may already be protected in exist-
ing publicly owned or privately dedicated lands such as nature preserves,
natural areas, parks, or wilderness.

Sec. 3. Section 3, chapter 119, Laws of 1972 ex. sess. and RCW 79.70-
.030 are each amended to read as follows:

In order to set aside, preserve and protect natural areas within the state,
the department is authorized, in addition to any other powers, to:

(1) Establish by rule and regulation the criteria for selection, acquisi-
tion, management, protection and use of such natural areas;

(2) Cooperate ((anid)) or contract with any federal, state, or local gov-
ernmental agency, private organizations or individuals in carrying out the
purpose of this chapter;
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(3) Consistent with the plan, acquire by gift, devise, purchase, grant,
dedication, or means other than eminent domain, the fee or any lesser right
or interest in real property which shall be held and managed as a natural
area; ((and))

(4) Acquire by gift, devise, grant or donation any personal property to
be used in the acquisition and/or management of natural areas;

(5) Inventory existing public, state and private lands in cooperation with
the ((comniittee)) council to assess possible natural areas to be preserved
within the state;

(6) Maintain a natural heritage program to provide assistance in the se-
lection and nomination of areas containing natural heritage resources for
registration or dedication. The program shall maintain a classification of
natural heritage resources, an inventory of their locations, and a data bank
for such information. The department of natural resources shall cooperate
with the department of game in the selection and nomination of areas from
the data bank that relate to critical wildlife habitats. Information from the
data bank shall be made available to public and private agencies and indi-
viduals for environmental assessment and proprietary land management
purposes. Usage of the classification, inventory or data bank of natural her-
itage resources for any purpose inconsistent with the natural heritage pro-
gram is not authorized;

(7) Prepare a natural heritage plan which shall govern the natural heri-
tage program in the conduct of activities to create and manage a system of
natural areas which may include areas designated under the research natu-
ral area program on federal lands in the state;

(a) The plan shall list the natural heritage resources to be considered for
registration and shall provide criteria for the selection and approval of nat-
ural areas under this chapter;

(b) The department shall provide opportunities for input, comment, and
review to the public, other public agencies, and private groups with special
interests in natural heritage resources during preparation of the plan;

(c) Upon approval by the council and adoption by the department, the
plan shall be updated and submitted biennially to the appropriate commit-
tees of the legislature for their information and review. The plan shall take
effect ninety days after the adjournment of the legislative session in which it
is submitted unless the reviewing committees suggest changes or reject the
plan; and

(8) Maintain a state register of natural areas containing significant nat-
ural heritage resources to be called the Washington register of natural area
preserves. Selection of natural areas for registration shall be in accordance
with criteria listed in the natural heritage plan and accomplished through
voluntary agreement between the owner of the natural area and the depart-
ment. No privately owned lands may be proposed to the council for regis-
tration without prior notice to the owner or registered without voluntary
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consent of the owner. No state or local governmental agency may require
such consent as a condition of any permit or approval of or settlement of
any civil or criminal proceeding or to penalize any landowner in any way for
failure to give, or for withdrawal of, such consent.

(a) The department shall adopt rules and regulations as authorized by
RCW 43.30.310 and 79.70.030(1) and chapter 34.04 RCW relating to vol-
untary natural area registration.

(b) After approval by the council, the department may place sites onto
the register or remove sites from the register.

(c) The responsibility for management of registered natural area pre-
serves shall be with the preserve owner. A voluntary management agree-
ment may be developed between the department and the owners of the sites
on the register.

(d) Any public agency may register lands under provisions of this
chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. There is added to chapter 119, Laws of 1972
ex. sess. and to chapter 79.70 RCW a new section to read as follows:

(1) The natural heritage advisory council is hereby established. The
council shall consist of fifteen members, nine of whom shall be chosen as
follows and who shall elect from the council's membership a chairperson:

(a) Five individuals, appointed by the commissioner, who shall be rec-
ognized experts in the ecology of natural areas and represent the public,
academic, and private sectors. Desirable fields of expertise are biological
and geological sciences; and

(b) Four individuals, appointed by the commissioner, who shall be se-
lected from the various regions of the state. At least one member shall be or
represent a private forest landowner and at least one member shall be or
represent a private agricultural landowner.

(2) Members appointed under subsection (1) of this section shall serve
for terms of four years.

(3) In addition to the members appointed by the commissioner, the di-
rector of the department of game, the director of the department of ecology,
the director of the department of fisheries, the supervisor of the department
of natural resources, the director of the state parks and recreation commis-
sion, and the administrator of the interagency committee for outdoor recre-
ation, or an authorized representative of each agency officer, shall serve as
ex officio, nonvoting members of the council.

(4) Any vacancy on the council shall be filled by appointment for the
unexpired term by the commissioner.

(5) In order to provide for staggered terms, of the initial members of the
council:

(a) Three shall serve for a term of two years;
(b) Three shall serve for a term of three years; and
(c) Three shall serve for a term of four years.
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(6) Members of the natural preserves advisory committee serving on the
effective date of this act, shall serve as members of the council until the
commissioner appoints a successor to each. The successor appointment shall
be specifically designated to replace a member of the natural preserves ad-
visory committee until all members of that committee have been replaced.
A member of the natural preserves advisory committee is eligible for ap-
pointment to the council if otherwise qualified.

(7) Members of the council shall serve without compensation. Members
shall be reimbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW 43.03.050 and
43.03.060 as now or hereafter amended.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. There is added to chapter 119, Laws of 1972
ex. sess. and to chapter 79.70 RCW a new section to read as follows:

(1) The council shall:
(a) Meet at least annually and more frequently at the request of the

chairperson;
(b) Recommend policy for the natural heritage program through the

review and approval of the natural heritage plan;
(c) Advise the department, the department of game, the state parks and

recreation commission, the department of fisheries, and other state agencies
managing state-owned land or natural resources regarding areas under their
respective jurisdictions which are appropriate for natural area registration
or dedication;

(d) Advise the department of rules and regulations that the council
considers necessary in carrying out this chapter; and

(e) Review and approve area nominations by the department or other
agencies for registration and review and comment on legal documents for
the voluntary dedication of such areas.

(2) From time to time, the council shall identify areas from the natural
heritage data bank which qualify for registration. Priority shall be based on
the natural heritage plan and shall generally be given to those resources
which are rarest, most threatened, or under-represented in the heritage
conservation system on a state-wide basis. After qualifying areas have been
identified, the department shall advise the owners of such areas of the op-
portunities for acquisition or voluntary registration or dedication.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. There is added to chapter 119, Laws of 1972
ex. sess. and to chapter 79.70 RCW a new section to read as follows:

(I) The owner of a registered natural area, whether a private individual
or an organization, may voluntarily agree to dedicate the area as a natural
area by executing with the state an instrument of dedication in a form ap-
proved by the council. The instrument of dedication shall be effective upon
its recording in the real property records of the appropriate county or coun-
ties in which the natural area is located. The county assessor in computing
assessed valuation shall take into consideration any reductions in property
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values and/or highest and best use which result from natural area
dedication.

(2) A public agency owning or managing a registered natural area pre-
serve may dedicate lands under the provisions of this chapter.

(3) The department shall adopt rules and regulations as authorized by
RCW 43.30.310 and 79.70.030(1) relating to voluntary natural area dedi-
cation and defining:

(a) The types of real property interests that may be transferred;
(b) Real property transfer methods and the types of consideration of

payment possible;
(c) Additional dedication provisions, such as natural area management,

custody, use, and rights and privileges retained by the owner; and
(d) Procedures for terminating dedication arrangements.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. There is appropriated to the department of
natural resources for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1982, the sum of one
hundred thirty thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary,
for carrying out the purposes of this act. Of this sum, sixty thousand dollars
shall be from the general fund-state, and seventy thousand dollars shall be
from the general fund-federal. Receipts from sales of services and data
from the natural heritage data bank shall be credited to the appropriate
program and treated as a recovery of expenditures.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Section 5, chapter 119, Laws of 1972 ex. sess.
and RCW 79.70.050 are each hereby repealed.

Passed the Senate April 1, 1981.
Passed the House April 22, 1981.
Approved by the Governor May 14, 1981.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 14, 198 1.

CHAPTER 190
[Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 3128]

SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICTS

AN ACT Relating to special purpose districts; amending section 35.58.120, chapter 7, Laws of
1965 as last amended by section 5, chapter 70, Laws of 1974 ex. sess. and RCW 35.58-
.120; amending section 10, chapter 210, Laws of 1941 as last amended by section 2,
chapter 58, Laws of 1974 ex. sess. and RCW 56.08.010; amending section 1, chapter 261,
Laws of 1961 as amended by section 1, chapter 24, Laws of 1973 and RCW 56.08.100;
amending section 2, chapter 261, Laws of 1961 as amended by section 2, chapter 24,
Laws of 1973 and RCW 57.08.100; and creating new sections.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Special purpose districts may expend funds
to recruit job candidates and reimburse candidates for reasonable and nec-
essary travel expenses, including transportation, subsistence, and lodging.
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